To achieve the highest level of academic performance and to | 'C O m p O re| ! Tex. S 1TU C ‘I- U re

be fully prepared for college and work, English learners (ELs)
must master academic language (Short et.al, 2011). Object 1 Object 2

Jennifer Gonzalez (2014), from Cult of Pedagogy, suggested Trait details details
that educators explicitly teach text features - the way a text is
organized - to help students comprehend academic, non-fiction

texts. Trait details details
Text structures include description, cause and effect, argument,

problem and solution, sequence, and comparison. The steps to . .
teaching text structures are: Trait details details

1. Briefly introduce the features of one text structure.

2. Read the text to the students. Trait details details

3. As you read, pause at particular a section of text.
4. Allow the ELs to talk about where this section of
text goes into the text structure. e

5. Have students write the textual details into their Commonalities
graphic organizer. details

6. Continue the process until the text is finished.

Gonzalez's text structures can also support ELs while they Adapted from Gonzalez (2014)

compose writing because the text structures helps ELs
organize their ideas. Regardless if teachers use text structures
to aid reading comprehension or scaffold writing, text structures
promote academic achievement because they make academic
language visible to ELs.

Gonzalez's graphic organizers can be purchased at :
TeacherPayTeachers.com Empower ingELLs.com
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